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ANNEX A 

 

17th ECOFRIEND AWARDS RECIPIENTS 
 

No Category Winner(s) Designation 

and 

Organisation 

Profile 

1. Public Sector Heng Kiang 

Soon, PhD 

Specialist 

(Food 

Innovation), 

Republic 

Polytechnic 

Dr Heng transformed okara, a soy processing 

by-product, into 14 food and agricultural 

products through his innovative solubilisation 

technology. By collaborating with local soy 

producers, such as Fortune Food, Leong Guan 

and Mr Bean, and licensing the technology for 

commercialisation, he has advanced circular 

economy practices that turn food waste into 

valuable resources. His work is projected to 

generate annual cost savings of approximately 

$523,900, while his Okara Biostimulant 

Concentrate has increased leafy vegetable 

yields by up to 50%. 

 

2. Janice Tan 

Yuan Zhen 

Senior Officer, 

Student 

Development, 

Institute of 

Technical 

Education 

(College West) 

Janice played a key role in initiating the 

inaugural Brickland–ITE Green Festival, a 

“Youth for Community” sustainability event co-

developed with ITE College West Green 

Ambassadors Club student leaders and the 

Brickland Constituency Sustainability 

Workgroup. In the 2023 inaugural edition, the 

festival engaged 162 ITE student volunteers 

across four schools, attracted over 1,500 

participants, and saw more than 400 residents 

participating in sustainability workshops. Its 

success contributed to Brickland–Tengah 

receiving the ASEAN Environmentally 

Sustainable Cities Award 2025, in recognition of 

its community-led sustainability initiatives. 

 

3. Private Sector Tay Guan 

Hock, Marcus 

Director of 

Group 

Environmental 

Sustainability, 

SingtTel 

Group 

As Singtel's representative on the GSMA 

Climate Action Taskforce, Marcus helps shape 

global mobile industry climate action by 

bringing Asian and Singapore perspectives to 

international discussions and supporting the 

development of industry-wide tools for the 

circularity of mobile device ecosystems, Scope 

3 accounting and renewable energy adoption.  
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Marcus also serves as a voluntary knowledge 

contributor and reviewer to the Singapore 

Emissions Factor Registry, providing practical 

industry insights to support the Registry’s 

development and the review of Singapore-

specific emissions factors. 

 

4. Non-

Government 

Organisations 

(NGOs) 

Lim Jin Tee, 

Danny 

 

Director, SL2 

Impact Limited 

Since assuming leadership of Repair Kopitiam 

in 2019, Danny has expanded the movement 

from two to eleven locations island-wide and 

systematised it into Singapore’s flagship 

volunteer-led repair movement through 

structured volunteer training and skill-sharing 

programmes. He later launched Repair 

Kampung in 2021 and Repair Club in 2023 to 

extend repair culture into neighbourhoods and 

Active Ageing Centres. Through Repair 

Kampung, three community clusters spanning 

27 blocks have completed over 200 household 

repair visits and 34 resident training sessions, 

reaching around 700 attendees. 

 

5. Low Swee 

Seh 

CEO, Buddhist 

Compassion 

Relief Tzu-Chi 

Foundation 

(Singapore) 

Since assuming leadership of Buddhist 

Compassion Relief Tzu-Chi Foundation 

(Singapore) in 2012, Swee Seh has 

strengthened its island-wide environmental 

sustainability efforts through a network of 39 

Eco Points. Today, the monthly Environmental 

Sustainability Day diverts over 10 tonnes of 

recyclables from incineration each month, 

contributing to more than 10 million kg of 

recyclables collected since 1999 while 

promoting sustainable habits through 

environmental education. Swee Seh also 

spearheaded Tzu Chi's partnership with 

PaGamO, bringing together regional and 

international Tzu Chi chapters to leverage e-

sports in educating youth on proper recycling, 

zero-waste principles and respect for natural 

resources. 

 

6. Grassroots 

Volunteers 

Arunraj S/O 

Chidambaram, 

PhD 

Chairman, 

Zhenghua 

Youth Network 

Under Arunraj’s leadership, youth volunteer 

participation across Zhenghua Food Rescue 

and other community initiatives has increased 

by 30 per cent since the first food rescue event. 

He has also strengthened collaboration with 

grassroots and community partners to expand 

the initiative's reach, raising awareness of food 

sustainability while helping to ease cost-of-

living pressures for residents through rescued 

surplus food. Since May 2022, Arunraj has 

served as the chief organiser of Clean Up 
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Zhenghua, mobilising students from three 

neighbourhood schools in structured 2.5-hour 

environmental action sessions. 

 

7. Iswandie 

Wanhar 

Founding 

Chairman, 

Tampines 

West Green 

Action for 

Communities 

Iswandie founded the Tampines West Green 

Action for Communities (GAC) in 2023. As its 

Founding Chairman, GAC has grown into a 

thriving resident-led movement that has 

engaged over 1,000 residents through litter-

picking drives, composting workshops, beach 

cleanups and nature walks, supported by 

partnerships with NEA, the Public Hygiene 

Council and other national agencies. Beyond 

engaging residents, Iswandie has built a strong 

network of trained environmental champions 

who are empowered to lead future 

sustainability initiatives. 

 

8. Educational 

Institutions 

Ong Xuan 

Wan 

Head of 

Department of 

Science and 

Head of 

Greenovators 

ALP, Dazhong 

Primary 

School 

Xuan Wan is the Head of Department of 

Science and Head of Greenovators Applied 

Learning Programme (ALP) at Dazhong 

Primary School. She designed the school-wide 

programme to empower students to identify 

environmental issues, develop green solutions 

and advocate for sustainable practices through 

maker-based projects and overseas immersion 

trips. Xuan Wan also conceptualised hands-on 

outdoor learning journeys incorporating artificial 

intelligence and virtual reality to connect 

sustainability concepts to real world challenges, 

nurturing a strong pipeline of young eco-

stewards. 

 

9. Padmarani 

Srivatsan 

Former 

Teacher - 

Environment 

Lead, Global 

Indian 

International 

School, 

Punggol 

Campus 

Padmarani has transformed environmental 

education through two flagship initiatives. Her 

aerobic composting programme diverts organic 

waste from landfill while empowering students 

to lead by example in responsible waste 

management. Through a partnership with Tetra 

Pak Singapore, she also led a beverage carton 

recycling initiative that saw students recycle 

1,704 cartons in 2025. The programme 

increased the school's recycling rate by over 40 

per cent and enabled students to conduct 

recycling workshops for 13 local kindergartens 

in 2024. 

 

10. Wang Binxin Teacher, Tao 

Nan School 

Working with the Land Transport Authority 

through the OneEarth Challenge, Binxin led 

Tao Nan School's eco-friendly commuting 

programme, integrating Student Learning 

Space resources, learning journeys and 
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campus-based engagement. Timed to coincide 

with the opening of Marine Terrace MRT station 

in 2024, the programme achieved a 58 per cent 

participation rate in the "Drop and Walk" 

initiative among students who were typically 

driven to school, reducing car usage from 41 

per cent to 21 per cent while strengthening 

awareness of sustainable transport choices. 

 

11. Students Pek Bo Ren 

Boston 

Former CCA 

Leader, 

Environmental 

Science 

Society, 

Westwood 

Primary 

School 

Boston led his team in designing and 

developing the "WWPSVacBot", a robot 

vacuum cleaner constructed from recycled and 

repurposed materials. Drawing on feedback 

from school cleaners and teachers, the team 

refined three prototypes before producing a 

final design that won the Best Prototype Award. 

The robot was designed to reduce the physical 

workload of the school's cleaners while 

demonstrating how recycled materials can be 

transformed into practical solutions. 

 

12. Ung Helen Former Vice 

President, 

Science 

Ambassadors 

Environmental 

Science Club, 

Swiss Cottage 

Secondary 

School 

As Vice President of the Science Ambassadors 

environmental science club, Helen led a team 

of three to design and build the "PETamentor", 

a DIY machine that transforms collected 

discarded PET bottles into reusable 3D-printing 

filament. She also led the team's research on 

PET recycling and filament production, 

presenting their findings and demonstrating the 

machine to raise awareness of plastic pollution 

and sustainable recycling. 

 

13. Youths Carlo Charles Founder & 

CEO, Flint 

Carlo is the Founder and Chief Executive 

Officer of Flint, a Singapore deep-tech startup 

developing cellulose-based batteries as a 

sustainable alternative to conventional lithium 

batteries. Operating from its office and lab in 

Singapore, Flint produces around five million 

batteries annually and has earned international 

recognition for its innovative battery 

technology, which has the potential to reduce 

carbon emissions by up to 90%. Designed for 

use in everyday devices such as keyboards, 

computer mice and wearables, Flint's batteries 

demonstrate how Singapore-grown innovation 

can advance cleaner and more sustainable 

energy solutions. 

 

14. Rebecca Tan 

Tze Shuen 

Former 

President, 

Conservation 

As President of the Republic Polytechnic 

Conservation Interest Group, Rebecca 

coordinated a campus-wide clothes collection 
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Interest 

Group, School 

of Applied 

Science, 

Republic 

Polytechnic 

and redistribution drive. A total of 3,732 clothing 

items were collected, a 29 per cent increase 

from the previous year, with 2,956 wearable 

items redistributed to underprivileged 

communities and 776 redirected to upcycling 

projects. The initiative diverted an estimated 

1,866 kilogrammes of textile waste from landfill 

while delivering significant savings in water use 

and carbon emissions.  

 

 
More detailed information about each recipient is available at https://go.gov.sg/efa.  
 
Please visit https://go.gov.sg/efa. for more information on the Awards. 
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